STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Clay County Drainage Board President Paul Sinders opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on April 2, 2007.  Members present were Commissioner Charlie Brown, Commissioner Paul Sinders, Nathan Stoelting and Jack Knust.  Also present  were Sanitarian Bill Hale, Attorney Eric Somheil and Auditor Mary Jo Alumbaugh, who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES

A motion to approve the minutes from the March 5, 2007 minutes was made by Charlie Brown, seconded by Nathan Stoelting.   Motion carried 3 ayes.
IN THE MATTER OF DRAINAGE BOARD BUSINESS PLAN
Nathan Stoelting presented the Drainage Board Business Plan for signature.  

The Plan is as follows:

DRAINAGE BOARD BUSINESS PLAN

Clay County Drainage Board

Organization:  Board of commissioners and two appointed landowners, including representatives from the Clay Co. SWCD and Clay Co. Farm Bureau.  The Clay Co. Surveyor will be a non-voting member.  

Function: To provide information about drainage, water and related stormwater; identify and prioritize local flooding and water resource concerns; and connect land users to sources of education, technical and financial assistance to implement appropriate practices and technologies.  

We serve: Clay County citizens, those affected by water and drainage concerns of Clay and surrounding counties.

Why: To protect, preserve, and regulate the drainage issues of Clay County, and offer planning and directing to drainage issues.

Mission Statement:  To functions as the counties organization that deals with public matters which pertain to the management of drainage issues including flooding, construction, erosion, and storm water.

Critical Issues:  Development and Construction, Subdivision Drainage, Existing Drains, and wastewater issues.  

Critical Geographic Areas of Concern:  Inner city, construction areas, all of Clay County.  

Goals
· Correct and maintain county drainage ditches.  

· Ensure that local SWCD Technician serves on drainage board and monitors rule 5 activities in county.  

· Ensure that Clay County Board of Health Dept. of Sanitation is represented in drainage board.

· Assist the County Highway Superintendent in the maintenance and installation of county road ditches, culverts, tubes, and pipes as well as other needs.

· Assist County Surveyor with anything they need to perform their duties and work with them on their own goals.

Priority Actions

Issue


Action Step


Who 


___ When

Development 

Inspect/Approve

SWCD Tech.

Throughout

Drainage








Construction

County Ditches
Maintain/Clean

Co. Highway

When Needed

Key Individuals for Program Success:

County Commissioners

Soil and Water Technician

Representative of Farm Bureau

County Surveyor

Board of Health Director of Sanitation

County Highway Superintendent

This Drainage Board Business Plan was completed by the Clay County Drainage Board on _04/02/07________.  

Paul R Sinders /s/


Charles Brown /s/


Jack D Knust /s/

Drainage Board President

Commissioner


Farm Bureau Rep.


Nathan Stoelting /s/


SWCD Rep.

IN THE MATTER OF DRAINAGE BOARD BUSINESS
Sanitarian Bill Hale presented Paul Sinders excerpts of the Indiana Drainage Handbook.  Nathan has already given the entire handbook to Paul.  Paul also indicated he had been in contact with Rob Carter of the DNR, and has requested most recent publication for each member of the Board.
Paul Sinders inquired about the County policy regarding replacement of damaged culvert which must be removed by the Highway Department when ditching.

Charlie Brown explained that the ditches are in the County’s Right of Way and culverts which are damaged or broken can be removed.  The County no longer replaces them at the cost of the tube.  

A discussion then ensued;  Jack Knust will confer with Farm Bureau members on their thoughts.

Nathan Stoelting suggested that the landowner be notified, if a tube need to be removed, and if they furnish a tube on site, it will be put in by the Highway Department at the time of ditching.
Jack Knust also cautioned the Board that landowners need to furnish appropriately sized tubes, to insure proper water flow.

Paul Sinders will notify the 911 Coordinator and the Assessor to refer new home builders to the Highway Superintendent for driveway specs.

Paul would like to establish a policy/plan for reinstallation of replacement tubes.
Attorney Somheil replied that the County had passed Ordinance 4-2005, which specifies that the County no longer installs tubes, and that inspection is required by Highway.

Attorney Somheil further suggested using a notice to landowner, giving them option to have a tube ready, onsite, for installation.  He also mentioned that this is a Commissioner issue, not Drainage Board.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn was made by Charlie Brown, and seconded by Nathan Stoelting.  Motion carried 4 ayes.
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Clay County Drainage Board
Attest ______________________
Clay County Auditor
